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WHY THIS BOOK:

● Challenges scholarly orthodoxy on the origins of the gospels 

● Concise defense of Matthean priority 

● Defends the reliability and historicity of the four canonical gospels 

● Takes patristic evidence seriously 

● Thoroughly researched and documented 

In Why Four Gospels? Dr. Black traces the history, origin, and development of the 
four NT gospels and challenges the dominant view that Mark was written first and 
then used by Matthew and Luke in the composition of their gospels.  While he 
relies on both internal and external evidence, Dr. Black places special emphasis 
on giving due weight to the testimony of the early church fathers.

But this book is not just about which gospel was written first.  Dr. Black looks at 
the historical situation that produced each gospel, and affirms the apostolicity and 
reliability of the canonical gospel accounts.  One reviewer of the first edition 
commented that “not the least of the useful things Black has done is to give many 
ancient Christian writers renewed voice in the ongoing debate.”

If you are interested in current debates about the historical Jesus and the 
reliability of the gospel record, you owe it to yourself to read this book.

Why Four Gospels? is approximately 120 pages in length, including front matter 
and has an extensive bibliography.

INTERVIEW TOPICS:

● Why four gospels and how do they relate to the early church?

● Are the early church fathers reliable sources for studying books of the NT?

● What is the relationship between what we believe and what we do?
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About the Author 

Born in Honolulu and raised in Kailua on the island of Oahu in Hawaii and an avid 
surfer, David Alan Black has enjoyed big wave riding at such famous beaches as 
Makaha, Pipeline, Sunset Beach, and Pupukea.  At the age of eight he put his 
trust in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.  Dave was very active in the Jesus 
Movement as well as in his local church, serving as deacon, youth pastor, and 
music leader. 

Dave studied music at the University of Hawaii before leaving for California to 
attend Biola University. He graduated from Biola in 1975 with a B.A. in Biblical 
Studies, and then enrolled in Biola’s graduate school, Talbot School of Theology, 
where he majored in New Testament and Greek. Dave graduated from Talbot in 
1980 and then began doctoral studies in New Testament at the University of Basel 
in Switzerland, where he received his Doctor of Theology degree in 1983. He later 
took courses at Jerusalem University College on Mount Zion in Israel. 

Dr. Black has taught New Testament and Greek for over 30 years and is currently 
Professor of New Testament and Greek at Southeastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Wake Forest, NC. He is also the editor of the popular website, Dave 
Black Online. His published books include: The Myth of Adolescence, Interpreting 
the New Testament, It’s Still Greek to Me, The Jesus Paradigm, Christian Archy, 
Learn to Read New Testament Greek, and Using New Testament Greek in 
Ministry. 

He and his wife live on a 123-acre working farm in southern Virginia and are self-
supporting missionaries to Ethiopia, which they visit twice each year.

About Energion Publications:

Energion Publications is located in Gonzalez, FL near Pensacola.  Why Four 
Gospels is the 35th  entry in their growing and diverse catalog.

For more information:

E-Mail:  pubs@energion.com

Phone:  850-525-3916

Mail:  P. O. Box 841, Gonzalez, FL  32560

To contact Dave Black about speaking to your church or other group, call 919-
761-2455 or e-mail dblack@sebts.edu.
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